
Dreams can come true, even late in life!   After many years in the doldrums with not the easi-
est horses, I was thrilled to be able to compete in one of the seven Summer Regional British 
Dressage competitions a few weeks ago at Mount Ballan in Wales.  For those not familiar 
with the system, to qualify at Prelim for the Regionals involves getting a minimum of 65% at 
affiliated British Dressage preliminary competitions, plus 19 points.  Points are allocated start-
ing at 3 points at 65% and going up as your percentage increases by 1 additional point for 
each 2% over 65%, so quite a lot of competitions and effort. The top two from each of the 
Regionals then go on to the BD National Championships at Stoneleigh in September. 
It all started when about 2 years ago I bought “Cobby”, a little 14:2hh Welsh cob, and started 
going to the Intro rallies kindly held by Jayne Meehan at Wickwar.  Di Sealey, our instructor 
deserves enormous credit for gradually restoring my self-confidence, and battered ego.  After 
a while, I decided that I needed individual instruction if I was to pursue my passion of having a 
go at British Dressage.  We started out with “walk and trot” at Burrows Court, and then pro-
gressed to unaffiliated competitions at various venues. Then, this year, I decided to affiliate to 
British Dressage, spread our wings and see what happened.  To qualify and compete at a 
Regional was beyond my wildest expectations, but Cobby rose to the challenge, and I was so 
proud of him coping with a big occasion. 
Of course, now on a sunny afternoon, it is easy to forget all the freezing cold early starts, the 
wind, the snow, the rain, and all the hard work.  Even the week before was not without drama, 
as with a strained groin muscle, I was struggling to ride.  Visits to the physio, acupuncture, 
GP, ice and heat, and lots of pills meant we made it on the day.  Was it worth it?  A resound-
ing Yes!!!  I can’t wait to become sound again, so that we can get stuck into the next stage of 
mastering the Novice tests.  To everyone, I say, never give up.   

Your turn 
will come.  
Wendy 
Fielden 
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Quote of the Quarter:  
“It will be fine. We will just trot round”— 

Rachel Sheldon persuading Sue Micklewright to do a pairs hunter trial.  Do you think they trotted round?...No!  

Dreams can come true!  

On Thursday 12th of September a team of 4, Genevieve Wilkes on Fairyhill 
Woodend Admiral, Claire Moreton on Lichotas Optimism, Cassie Wood on 
Just Like Magic and Emily Turner on Hogans Banshee competed at the 

Blenheim Eventers Challenge.  It is a “Derby” style competition in 
a lovely grass arena, with 8-10 showjumps, 6-8 XC jumps, finish-
ing with a show jump.  It is a BE100 size course and quite techni-
cal with a double skinny and dogleg to a skinny among other chal-
lenges and it’s timed.  Genevieve did a fantastic and stylish clear 
to start our team off (despite having an injury herself and being in 
a lot of pain when she moved!), Claire had a good round, very fast 
and then a run out at the double skinny but represented and 
jumped it and had 1 show jump pole down, Cassie flew round 
clear until the double skinny where Magic did a sneaky run out 
and even though Cassie represented brilliantly Magic said not 
today so we were disappointed as the round and partnership had 
been fab.  Emily completed our team with a great round, some 
excellent XC riding showing amazing balance and skill at the dou-
ble skinny but had a run out at the last skinny off a dogleg as she 
ran out of room to turn as Hogans Banshee jumped the first ele-
ment rather big! So all in all when you saw the results board for 
the 50 teams we did really well and enjoyed our day out at Blen-
heim, eating and shopping and walking the course (we thought 
ours was big!).  Thanks Ladies for a fab day, Melanie Tegg. 

Message from the Chair 
Hello Everyone, here we are again fast approaching the 
end of another year.  Another successful club year which 
includes a great ODE, plenty of Riding Club competitions, 
an eventers challenge trip to Blenheim and two camps. So 
thank you to everyone who has organised, participated or 
supported us this year. Roll on 2014 and we can all do it 
again! 
Our AGM will be held on January 13th. Everyone is wel-
come. We keep business short with plenty of time to chat 
and eat. Do you know anyone who deserves a special men-
tion? Someone who has given us tireless support, battled 
their nerves and achieved a personal goal or quietly got on 
with it? Let me know as we will be thinking about club 
awards. 
We live in a technological age – well some do, I tend to 
struggle with it all!! But we now have a new website and 
thanks go to Jo Webley, a new member, who volunteered 
for the job. So now you can keep up to date on the website, 
facebook and email. Bear with us whilst we make sure  
everyone can find the information they need and please let 
us know if you don’t receive newsletters or emails. 
Sophie Williams has decided to stand down as our Treas-
urer and from the AGM Michelle Hopton is taking on the job 
(thank you Michelle).  Sophie has been a committee mem-
ber for 10 years and I have to say what a great pleasure it 
has been to work with her. Sophie is the most patient, gen-
tle lady and she never has a bad word to say about any-
thing or anyone. We have seen her marry Ian, become a 
mum with the birth of Thomas and hold down a full time job 
whilst working hard to make sure that all B&D finances are 
in perfect order. Hopefully she will soon be able to enjoy 
club life without someone thrusting a bag of cheques, cash 
and scribbled names at her. THANK YOU Sophie for all the 
hard work, continual support and excellent accounting. We 
will miss you. 
Merry Christmas Everyone – See you all in the New Year 
Regards Zillah x 

Blenheim Eventers Challenge 
Wendy Fielden 



Lincoln !  Riding Club National Championships – 7 September 2013  

Berkeley and District Riding club now have their own Facebook Page.  Thanks to Sian Coles the page is fully interactive for any of our 
members who wish to join.  Lots of rally information, results from members’ events and general news is updated daily. We look forward to 
members’ comments and particularly photos from around the club.  To visit the group page, visit; www.facebook.com Search 
"Berkeley& District Riding club" and click on the page. If you are not already a member of Facebook it really is very easy and works 
from computers, tablets and smart phones.  Any queries Jayne Meehan (07887 600110) or Sian Coles (07974 740054) will be very happy 
to help. 

The last time I wrote anything for the club was at the AGM at the start of this year, when I handed over the reins of the 
show jumping teams. I think I may have said out loud that “you may even see me taking part in one of the team events 
this year”…….. Well it happened!  
A few of us were invited to join the existing quadrille team to take part in the team of six (used to be called Rural Rid-
ers) dressage training. Our first training was held on a very cold day way back on the 9th February. I was apprehensive 

as I had never done anything like this before and 
was worried how my horse Sam would cope in 
such close proximity to the other horses and riders. 
I needn’t have worried. With the expert coaching of 
Kate Scott on the ground, and the support of the 
other riders, it all went surprisingly well.  
And so the regular training started. We had many 
ups and downs, with lame and unwell horses 
(including my own horse), new horses, riders un-
able to make dates, and changes to training ven-
ues. Kathleen Griffiths commented that this was 
the toughest riding club team she had ever taken 
part in as it truly is a “team” event, unlike other 
competitions where you ride individually and then 
your score counts. After 
some tough decisions about 
whether we could field six 
sound horses, we headed to 
Lincoln on Friday 6th Septem-
ber. Unfortunately I didn’t 

have the smoothest of starts to our weekend, with the horse pulling a shoe off loading, having to 
make a diversion to see the farrier (at which point the horse managed to cut his head), and then 
the horrendous Friday traffic. Eventually after 7 hours in the lorry, we arrived at Lincoln show-
ground to the B&D Team Camp. Anne Johnstrupp and her family had kindly prepared a banquet 
fit for the British Squad for us all on Friday night, and my horses stable was all ready for him. 
In the morning, the sun was out and the showground was alive with activity. I don’t think I have 
ever seen so many lorries, trailers, tents, horses (and portaloos!) in one place.  

In the dressage we had a team in 
the Riding Test, an individual, and 
teams of 4 and 6. In addition 
Emma Turner was competing as an individual in the Intermediate show jumping (See below). 
Karen Gobey and Sarah Couzens both managed in a very competitive situation to be in the 
top 10 in their arenas. Anne Johnstrup and Kathleen Griffiths had tough times with tense 
horses and still got respectable scores and Jackie Grose’s horse did his best ever test and 
was unlucky not to score higher. The 
team of four (Aimee Conlon, Annie 
Cox, Sarah Couzens and Joy Smart) 
rode a brilliant test (particularly con-
sidering only one of them was actu-
ally riding their own horse!) but un-
fortunately weren’t placed against 
tough competition. 
Finally at 5.30pm our time had ar-
rived to compete in the team of 6. So 
alongside the girls who had ridden in 

the team of 4, Kathleen and I joined them with Kate Scott as our ‘chef d’equipe’. We were all really 
pleased to have ridden our best test, and somewhat relieved that all 6 horses had stayed sound. 
Unfortunately the judges scores didn’t reflect ours or Kate’s views, but we came home with some 
lovely shiny rosettes.   

 
Big thank you go to the Gobey & Conlon families, to all the friends and partners 
for their help and support and a big thank you to Hazel for volunteering for us as 
without her we couldn’t compete.   And finally a very personal thank you to Fran 
Cawley for lending me her lorry and to my long suffering boyfriend (Perry) and 
Millie (my daughter) for making the big adventure with me and to Joy Smart for 
being a very patient and passionate Team Manager to us all.    Lincoln 
2014……….perhaps we’ll aim for Hartpury instead!  Katie Rogers  

Show Jumping  
After making it to the intermediate show jumping championships at Lincolnshire, 
my plan was to get out there and do some bigger courses. But like most of us, 
time and finances got in the way of that and I found myself competing again at a 
metre, having not really practiced! Karen kindly walked the course with me and 

helped to calm my nerves when I realised there was a treble. I had an amazing first round with just one unlucky pole down, but after a 4 hour wait for my 
second round, Abbey got a bit flat and a bit strong and unfortunately had 5 down. It was a shame there wasn’t a "winner" for most fences down!! I still felt 
like a winner though when I came over the finish line to a massive cheer and roar from the rest of the B&D crew.  
The championships was a weekend away, which was made great by my sister coming along to support me as we don't get to spend much time together. 
My night in a tent was quite interesting and was very cold to say the least, even with my sleeping bag and a selection of horse rugs (borrowed off the girls) 
to try and keep me warm! As always amazing food with a massive thanks to Anne for being Chef. 
Lastly I would just like to say how pleased I am with how Abbey and I have come on over the last three years as many saw how, where at our first camp 
together, I couldn't get her to jump over a twig on the floor, to now, where I have completed four BE90's, and even made it to the intermediate show jump-
ing championships, whilst making some great friends along the way . I still have a long way to go, but good to see the hard work paying off. It couldn't have 
been done without the support of the B&D riding club! A big thank you from Abbey and I!!  Emma Turner 

Photos all by 
our resident 
photographer 
Katie Rogers 
(and Perry!!) 



Booking a Rally: For  all rallies, please send your name, tel no., a list of rallies and post dated 
cheques (made payable to B&DRC with details on the back of each separate cheque) to the or-
ganisers.  Places will not be guaranteed unless cheques have been received at least one week 
before the rally date.  Insufficient cheques received one week before will result in the rally being 
cancelled.  Cancellations must be received at least one week prior to the rally; cheques will be 
cashed after this time unless places can be filled.  

Intro Di Sealey 
Date Venue Time 

Sat 7th Dec Westend Grove GL12 8LB 10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 21st Dec Westend Grove GL12 8LB 10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 4th Jan Westend Grove GL12 8LB 10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 25th Jan Westend Grove GL12 8LB 10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 15th Feb Westend Grove GL12 8LB 10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 22nd Feb Westend Grove GL12 8LB 10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 8th Mar Westend Grove GL12 8LB 10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 29th Mar  Westend Grove GL12 8LB 10, 11am & 12pm 

Venue by kind invitation of Mr and Mrs Meehan 
Contact Jayne Meehan Cost £15 

Show Jumping —Debbie Hill 
Date Venue Time 

Fri 13th Dec Summerhouse GL2 2RG 10 & 11am  

Fri 10th Jan Summerhouse GL2 2RG 11am  

Fri 24th Jan Summerhouse GL2 2RG 11am  

Contact Jackie Grose Cost £15 

Fri 7th Feb Summerhouse GL2 2RG 11am  

Fri 21st Feb Summerhouse GL2 2RG 11am  

Fri 7th Mar Summerhouse GL2 2RG 11am  

Fri 21st Mar  Summerhouse GL2 2RG 11am  

Safety Measure—Could all members ensure that when you attend rallies or other events that you either have on you or leave with the or-
ganiser/instructor  a contact number and any relevant medical information, so that in the event of an accident we can contact family or 

friends.  Riders will be required to wear a body protector at ALL cross country rallies. 

Members Competitions 
Members Show Jumping :  to start again next spring— 
See Rachel’s  fun sessions for the winter month 
Member Dressage: Burrows Court GL11 6AZ . 10am  22nd Dec 2013 £15  
Contact Justine Jackman 07817923875 or Hazel Weyman 07870438784.    
Pick a test, warm up and ride the test, discuss how to improve with the Judge, ride the 
test again. Test sheets for you to take away.  

Indoor SJ —Kate Scott 
Date Venue Time 

Sun 5th Jan Avon Riding Centre BS10 7QT  2.45 & 3.45 pm 

Sun 16th Feb Avon Riding Centre BS10 7QT  2.45 & 3.45 pm 

Sun 30th Mar Avon Riding Centre BS10 7QT  2.45 & 3.45 pm 

Contact Michelle Hopton Cost £20 

Rally Cheques to: 
Jayne Meehan—West End Grove, West End, Wickwar, South Glous, GL12 8LB 
Jackie Grose—2 Woodgrove Rd, Henbury, Bristol, BS10 7RE, 07502 129302-
jackie.grose@aol.com 
Karen Gobey—6 John Bevan Close, Uplands, Stroud, GL5 1UL, 07789072870, 
Karengobey@yahoo.co.uk 
Kate Nichols—Walnut Tree Cottage, Chaingate Lane, Iron Acton, BS37 9XN 
Sue Micklewright  - Byres Water, Church End, Frampton on Severn, GL2 7EQ 
Michelle Hopton—25 Craven Close, Longwell Green, Bristol, BS30 7BX 

Fun Sessions —Rachel Sheldon 
Date Venue Time 

Sat 18th Jan Rockhampton GL13 9DT  10.30am 

Sat 1st Feb Rockhampton GL13 9DT  10.30am 

Sat 1st Mar Rockhampton GL13 9DT  10.30am 

These are relaxed sessions for riders that are not inter-
ested in competing but want to improve their riding by 
having a bit of fun and doing games and exercises. 
Prizes and rosettes will be awarded!!!!! 
Contact Sue Micklewright  Cost £15 

Forthcoming Events 
Date Details Locations Contact 

22nd Dec Olympia  Olympia  Rachael  

Rachael Kuczaj is organising a train or coach party to Olympia please get in touch with 
her if you would like to come. miss_racho@yahoo.co.uk   

13th Jan 7.30 B&D AGM Falfield Village Hall, GL12 8DE  Noolie 

Come and join the B&D AGM.  7.30 food for an 8pm prompt start.  This is a great time 
to come and meet new people, hear about all the club news and be part of the annual 
awards.   Any nomination please let Noolie or Zillah know.  

Area 9 Qualifiers:  
Dates are still to be confirmed but look at www.brcarea9.org.uk for the latest info 

2nd March  Festival of the 
Horse 

Larkhill Noolie 

12th-15th March Residential 
Camp 

Pontispool Kate/Sue 

29 & 30 March  Winter Cham-
pionships SJ 
and Dressage 

Hartpury College, GL19 3BE   Michelle Hopton /
Joy Smart 

We need you to help us with rallies. 
Send your cheque ASAP. No cheque, No 

space  
Rally will be cancelled if not enough 
cheques are received 7 days before 

Flatwork/ Jumping—Helen James 
Date Venue Time 

Sun 15th Dec Hollow Farm GL2 3SG 11 am 

Sun 12th Jan Hollow Farm GL2 3SG  11am 

Sun 9th Feb Hollow Farm GL2 3SG 11am 

Contact Karen Gobey Cost £15 

Sun 9th Mar  Hollow Farm GL2 3SG  11am 

Show Jumping Nicky Florence 
Date Venue Time 

Sat  18th Jan Westend Grove GL12 8LB 10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 8th Feb Westend Grove GL12 8LB 10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 22nd Mar Westend Grove GL12 8LB 10, 11am & 12pm 

Venue by kind invitation of Mr and Mrs Meehan 
Contact Jayne Meehan Cost £15 



www.bdrc.org.uk 
Emails– If you are on email please let 

bdrc@hotmail.co.uk have your most up 
to date email address as we often send 

out updates by email. 
Newsletter Deadline 

Please can you send your items/articles 
to Noolie Gregory with any photos. The 

deadline for production of the next 
newsletter is 25th February 

10% Discount at—Pinkers, Jenny’s Tack Shop, and Stroud Saddlery (membership card needed) 
Online discounts at NAF 

ᶲ President Mrs M MacDonald ᶲ Vice President Anne Brown 01454 60446 falfield@hotmail.com 

Chair Zillah Savage 0117 937 3424 d_z_savage@hotmail.com 

Secretary Nicky Walker 07734 076482 nicnoo@outlook.com 

Treasurer Sophie Williams 07811 942840 sophie_goode@hotmail.com 

Membership Helen Abraham   habraham@westernpower.co.uk 

Newsletter Noolie Gregory 07960 009481 noolie.gregory@astrazeneca.com 

Rally Schedule Sam Parsons 07775 806364 atlanticopernicus@hotmail.co.uk 

Non Res Camp Liz Hill 07977 589348 elisabeth.hill@hotmail.co.uk 

Intro Jayne Meehan 07887 600110 jayne.meehan@btinternet.com 

Member SJ and 
Res camp 

Kate Nichols 07789 722116 mkatenichols@aol.com 

Res Camp Sue Micklewright  07854 123208 sue_micklewright@hotmail.co.uk 

Website Michelle Hopton 07768 323577 mhopton@deloitte.co.uk 

Committee Members and Contact Details 

Scope 
What a busy 2 weeks 
Squirrel and myself had at 
the end of August and be-
ginning of September.  We 
qualified for the Katherine 
James 1m Novice class at 
Scope. On the 24th August 
we headed for Scope to 
jump the clear round which 
was being held in the main 
arena. This was an impres-
sive arena which was in-
doors surrounded by stalls 
and an upstairs gal-
lery.     Only thing was eve-
ryone else had the same 
idea! The main arena was 
on a surface and even had 
its very own pond with 
bridge and fountain which Squirrel didn't even look at. I was so proud. 
We went round the clear round with no problem at all, well it was a 
little hair raising, the main issue, apart from the 3 hour long wait to go 
in, was the way it was being run!!  You started and once you got to 
fence 5 they started the next rider. Absolute madness! Believe me 
this could be quite hairy at times especially at the points the tracks 
crossed!!  Squirrel just took everything in her stride, you would think 
that she did this every week!!! My sister on the other hand thinks the 
danger of crashing into others took my mind off the job in hand and 
as a result I rode better. 
With a fairground on site and over 1000 temporary stables . Squirrel 
settled in without a problem. In fact she was more relaxed than when 
she is at home.   We had Sunday as a rest day as our class didn't 
start until Monday. There were 176 competitors in our class with the 
top 15 from Monday and Wednesday qualifying for the final on Thurs-
day. We had 8 faults on Monday as Squirrel was a little full of herself 
and I wasn't as relaxed as maybe I should have been. Wednesday 
we were better prepared and went clear in the first round. To be in 
with a chance of qualifying we had to give it a go, but got 2 down. At 
least we tried, so no final for us.  Instead we had the consolation 
class on the Friday. At least there was only 146 to beat this time!!!  
This was our last day at Scope so we jumped in the morning with the 
ground still very wet, so wet that the horse before us had slipped right 
over, so I changed my plan and decided to play safe with a steady 
double clear which Squirrel delivered.  I was so so pleased, espe-
cially when later that day we found out there were only 17 double 
clears and I was one of them finishing 17th, I could cope with that.  
It was a great experience for both of us and we all enjoyed the party 
away..... 
The evenings were taken up with watching the classes in the main 
arena which went on til 11pm. It was all very entertaining and great 
fun. They even had synchronised tractor driving in between classes 
to prepare the surface, this was just as hairy as the clear round jump-
ing but highly entertaining. Karen Gobey 

The Scope Arena 

I had a fabulous weekend representing B&D at the Dressage to 
Music Champs at Bury Farm, Bucks on 5/6 October. It was a great 
venue with first class facilities and Charlie was very happy in his 
stable surrounded by all his new best friends. Think he had a better 
sleep than me, hubby and Jack Russell Holly in our tent! 
We were the penultimate combination in a large class of 33 in the 
Novice (no BD points) section so the nerves were a little fragile by 
the time we performed.  Charlie was such a good boy and we pro-
duced a really great test gaining 68% from both judges and finishing 
in 7th only a couple of % off a top 3 finish. Teresa Ventimiglia 

Dressage to Music 

Remember membership renewal is due before 31st 
Dec.   Please download the membership form from 
the website and post it Helen Abraham  by mid  
December with a cheque.  

Membership Renewal 

Kate Lingwood-White and Tommy showing— 
My mum takes this showing too seriously  


